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Design Guidelines - Role

Implement a city’s downtown plan; 
without a plan in place, guidelines 
are ineffective.
Encourage creativity and flexibility 
through descriptive rather than 
prescriptive guidelines.  Descriptive 
guidelines:                                             
1) promote what fits and                        
2) discourages what is disruptive
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Implement a city’s downtown plan; 
without a plan in place, guidelines 
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Encourage creativity and flexibility 
through descriptive rather than 
prescriptive guidelines.  Descriptive 
guidelines:                                             
1) promote what fits and                        
2) discourages what is disruptive

Give developers and architects an 
understanding of city’s/ 
community’s expectations.
Give the city a framework for 
reviewing proposed projects.
Protect the investment environment.
Foster a city’s unique character and 
promote quality and innovation.

Design Guidelines
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Applies    Complies    
Yes   No Yes  No
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